
       
 

Open Report on behalf of Andy Gutherson, Executive Director - Place 

 

Report to: Planning and Regulation Committee 

Date: 14 March 2022 

Subject: Swineshead, Drayton, A52 Abbey Lane - Proposed 50mph speed limit  

Decision Reference:   Key decision? No   

Summary:  

This report considers objections to the proposed reduction in speed limit on the A52 at Drayton 
from 60mph to 50mph. 

 

 

Recommendation(s): 

That the Committee overrules the objections so that the Order, as advertised, may be 
introduced. 

 

 
Background 
 
Following concerns regarding the collision statistics along the A52 from its junction with South Street 
up to and including the staggered crossroads at The Drayton and Blackjack Road, the Road Safety 
Partnership requested investigations into a potential reduction in speed limit along this stretch. Six 
reported injury accidents have been recorded here over the last five years, two of which were fatal. 
Currently the national speed limit is in force.  As there is insufficient development along this length 
to justify the introduction of a speed limit on that basis, it has been assessed under the criteria for 
a rural limit where the number of reported injury accidents and traffic flow are taken into 
consideration to provide an accident rate. The level of limit to be imposed is determined by the 
mean speed of traffic and how this correlates to the level of limit shown in Table 4 of the policy: 
 

 
 
The accident rate has been calculated at 37 and is therefore sufficient to justify a new limit, and a 
speed survey has determined a mean speed of traffic of 47mph, indicating that a 50mph limit may 
be introduced in accordance with the speed limit policy. The proposed extent of the new limit is 
shown at Appendix B. 
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A number of objections have been received in response to the consultation for this order. Objectors 
request that the proposed limit is reduced further to 40 or 30mph. They are aware of events 
involving collisions and damage to property in the area and believe a lower limit will reduce the 
frequency of these. 
 
These concerns are noted. However, the extent and level of speed limit proposed here is in line with 
our speed limit policy criteria. Although lowering a speed limit will reduce traffic speeds it needs to 
be set at a level which the majority of drivers will see as reasonable and therefore adhere to. Limits 
set too low may lead to driver frustration and injudicious overtaking as highly inconsistent vehicle 
speeds make it difficult to judge the speed of oncoming vehicles. It is for these reasons that the 
policy prescribes the various criteria needing to be met. 
 
Requests have also been received for the proposed limit to be extended further south to include the 
roundabout intersection with the A17.  
 
Vehicle speeds on the approaches to both of the roundabouts further south will drop regardless of 
any limit imposed owing to the change in road layout. In addition, the short distance between the 
A17 and South Street roundabout renders high speed difficult to achieve. In any case the policy 
criteria for the introduction of a limit further south are not currently met. The rationale behind the 
terminal points being located on leaving the roundabout at South Street is to inform drivers of the 
restriction so they can manage their increase in speed appropriately. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The proposed 50mph speed limit at this location complies with the criteria set out in the Council's 
speed limit policy. It is anticipated the road safety along this section of the A52 will be improved, in 
particular at the staggered junctions with The Drayton and Blackjack Road, where a number of road 
traffic collisions have occurred. 

Consultation 
 
a)  Risks and Impact Analysis 

The following were consulted with regards to this proposal: Cllr Brookes, Lincolnshire Road Safety 
Partnership, Lincolnshire Police, Boston Borough Council, Swineshead Parish Council, Lincolnshire 
Fire & Rescue, East Midlands Ambulance Trust, Traffic Commissioners, Confederation of Public 
Transport, Stagecoach East Midlands, PC Coaches, Brylaine, Road Haulage Association, Freight 
Transport Association and the National Farmers Union. 
 
The proposal was advertised in the Boston & Sleaford Standard on 29 September 2021 with the 
objection period ending on 15 October 2021. The documents were also available on the County 
Council’s website 

Appendices 
 

These are listed below and attached at the back of the report 

Appendix A Site location 

Appendix B Detail of proposed 50mph speed limit 
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Background Papers 
 
The following background papers as defined in the Local Government Act 1972 were relied upon in 
the writing of this report. 
 

Document title Where the document can be viewed 

Collision statistics Available on request 

Speed survey data Available on request 

Objections Available on request 

 
 
This report was written by Tina Featherstone, who can be contacted on 01522 782070 or 
TRO@lincolnshire.gov.uk. 
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